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    What We Do


What We Do


	Connect LGBTQ+ residents with the city services they may need. Intake Form
	Advocate on behalf of programs and policies that benefit the lives of LGBTQ+ residents. 
	Provide grants to community based organizations who serve the LGBTQ+ community and LGBTQ+ youth experiencing homelessness.
	Host events that enrich, promote, and bring together the LGBTQ+ community of the District. 
	Sign up here to receive our Newsletter.





  





  
    Meet the Director


Meet the Director








Japer Bowles


Director


Mayor’s Office of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Questioning Affairs




CONNECT





Japer proudly serves and advocates for the LGBTQIA+ community and allies as the Director of the Mayor’s Office of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Questioning Affairs, in the Mayor Muriel E. Bowser administration. With a background as a former elected official and accomplished public affairs professional, Japer leads a dedicated team to serve the nation’s largest LGBTQIA+ community, per capita and over 300 LGBTQIA+ programs and organizations.


Since Japer's appointment, the office has become the largest LGBTQIA+ community affairs agency in the nation–tripling its budget, doubling its staff, and serving over 25,000 residents annually through the grants program. MOLGBTQA is also the largest local LGBTQIA+ dedicated funding organization in the DC region, administering more than $1,000,000 annually.


Before joining the Bowser Administration, Japer co-founded and led the DC LGBTQ+ Budget Coalition, securing over $10,000,000 in investments for the community, including the Trans workforce initiative, LGBTQIA+ low-barrier shelter, and the LGBTQIA+ Community Center. In the private sector at Stateside, he served as a Legislative Manager, providing counsel to Fortune 500 companies and the US Military on state legislative processes.


Japer's public service journey began in the Missouri General Assembly, where he served as the Legislative Assistant for the Chairman of the Special Committee on Urban Issues. His commitment to community service includes re-election as Commissioner of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 1C07, founding the ANC Rainbow Caucus, and holding positions in the DC Democratic State Committee. Beyond his professional life, Japer enjoys baking and cooking with his husband, Nick, and spending quality time with their two cats.




View the Mayor’s Office of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Questioning Affairs' organizational chart.








  





  
    Resources and Programs


Resources and Programs

	Learn more about our services
	Learn more about Community Affairs Boards and Commissions
	Community Affairs Grant Funding Opportunities
	Mayor’s Office on LGBTQ Affairs FY 24 Community Grant Recipients
	Community Affairs Events
	LGBTQ+ Community Calendar





  





  
    History


History

The Mayor’s Office of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Questioning Affairs (MOLGBTQ) was created through the Office of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Affairs Act of 2005. The District of Columbia is and has been a leader in LGBTQ+ rights in the nation.

The mission of the MOLGBTQA is to address the important concerns of the District’s lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and questioning residents through empowering young LGBTQ+ community leaders, removing barriers for LGBTQ+ business owners, building a cohesive LGBTQ+ community across all eight wards, and providing resources for at-risk LGBTQ+ populations.




  





  
    Contact Us


Contact Us

The Mayor’s Office on Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Questioning Affairs

Frank D. Reeves Municipal Center

2000 14th St. NW, Suite 101

Washington, DC 20009

Phone: (202) 727-9493

Email: [email protected]




  








Mayor's Office of LGBTQ Affairs







  
  
    To Learn more about how the Mayor’s Office of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Questioning Affairs can help you navigate through District government, please contact us at [email protected]



https://www.facebook.com/dclgbtq/


https://twitter.com/dclgbtq?lang=en


https://www.instagram.com/dclgbtq/?hl=en


  








  

  
  
          
    
      

    

  


      


  


    
  
      
    
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
        
  
  
      
        
      
          


	
	Office Hours

	Monday to Friday

	9:00 am to 5:00 pm
	Connect With Us

	1350 Pennsylvania

	Avenue, NW, Suite 332,

	Washington, DC 20004






	Accessibility Privacy & Terms
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