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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Office on LGBTQ Advisory Committee

Meeting Minutes:
Tuesday, February 2, 2016
6:30pm - 8:00pm

Frank D. Reeves Municipal Center
2000 14th Street NW, Washington DC 20009 
_________________________________________________________________________

	Meeting called by
	David Perez, Chair to LGBTQ Advisory Committee

	Facilitators
	David Perez, Chair to LGBTQ Advisory Committee
Sheila Alexander-Reid, Director of LGBTQ Affairs
Terrance Laney, Deputy Director of LGBTQ Affairs
Victoria Kirby York, 

	Secretary
	Nicole Armstead, MSW, LGSW

	Guests
	David Marier, Executive Director of DC Center
Leandrea Gillian, LGBTQ Program Analyst

	Attendees
	Glen Ackerman
Nicole Armstead
Joanna Cifredo
Victoria Kirby-York
Terrance Laney
Consuella Lopez
David Perez
Thomas Sanchez
Andrea Sharrin
Jim Slattery
Imani Woody

	Apologies of Absentees
	Sheila Alexander-Reid
Julius Agers
Ruth Eisenberg
Letitia Gomez
AJ King
Christopher Adam Obermeyer
Dionne Reeder
Sheldon Scott









MEETING START TIME:  6:35pm		

MEETING AGENDA

Meeting called to order by David Perez

Roll call: completed by Nicole Armstead.  Guests include David Mariner, Executive Director of the DC Center and Leandra Gillain, LGBTQ Program Analyst 
 
Minutes:  Review of January meeting minutes were completed by Nicole Armstead and approved, with amendments, by Jim Slattery; second motion approved by Joanna Cifredo.  

Check-In: 
Facilitated by David Perez
Each committee member was asked to name something that they were excited about for 2016.  Responses included:
committee planning, awarding grants to respective non-profits, improving the lives of LGBTQ people, progressive impacts, civic involvement,  developing harm reduction around crystal meth use, organizing a family dance, putting ideas into action, moving a mental health focus for LGBTQ people of color, discovering ancestry, and observing the growing diversity in the community and committee.  

Old Business: 
Facilitated by Victoria Kirby York
Strategic planning discussion continued
Robust discussion about strategic planning
Going through priority areas
Start conversation around the trans community
Provide a report of what is happening in the administration related to the trans community — improve clarity in an effort to improved recommendation

Report from the Mayor’s Office of LGBTQ Affairs:  
Facilitated by Terrance Laney

HOUSING: the ending homelessness initiative includes ending homelessness for veterans by 2018 and ending homelessness for all DC residents 2020.  This will include closing down DC General Homeless Shelter and developing smaller shelters in all wards, as well as developing more longer-term affordable housing units.     LGBTQ-Focus:  how can we assess the impact of homelessness for LGBTQ residents?  Funding for Casa Ruby’s Youth House is included and supported in governmental funding.   

Public Comment made:  David Mariner highlighted the importance of fairness and ethic when determining and awarding grant money






HEALTH:  HIV rates continue to be alarmingly higher among trans women and black gay men—significant funding is going towards these two critical groups. 

PUBLIC SAFETY:  there will a stronger police presence in challenging DC neighborhoods.  LGBTQ-Focus: Sgt. Jessica Hawkins, GLLU; training will be complete for LGBTQ competency training.  There has been a 33% decrease in trans-related hate crimes.  There has been some expressed feedback related to the availability and response-times of GLLU.   

EMPLOYMENT:  funds will support job training programs., including Project Empowerment.  There has been some expressed feedback related to the level of readiness that job training programs give to participants—specifically transgender participants. 

New Business:
Facilitated by David Perez
What key stakeholder does the committee engage to advocate for the needs of the LGBTQ Community—as it relates to our goals and the goals of the mayor?  

Department of Health
Department of Employment Services
Department of Human Resources
Department of Behavioral Health
DC Office on Aging
DC Metropolitan Police Department
Office of Driver Motor Vehicle
University of the District of Columbia

Committee Proposals — Internal Organization:
Extending meeting times to 6:30 - 8:30p
Developing sub-committees/working groups
Decision point memo
Continued discussion of governmental agencies in relation to the needs of LGBTQ persons 

Check-out and Announcements: 
No announcements

MEETING ADJOURNED: 8:17 PM
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